CHAPTER XLL
HOW HEREWARD BEGAN  TO  GET  HIS  SOUI/S  PRICE.
AND now behold Hereward at home again, fat with the wages of sin, and not knowing that they are death.
He is once more " Dominus de Brunne cum Ma-risco," Lord of Bourne with the fen, " with all returns and liberties and all other things adjacent to the same vill which are now held as a barony from the Lord King of England." He has a fair young wife, and with her farms and manors even richer than his own. He is still young, hearty, wise by experience, high in the king's favour, and deservedly so.
Why should he not begin life again ?
Why not 1 Unless it be true that the wages of sin are, not a new life, but death.
And yet he had his troubles. Hardly a French knight or baron round but had a blood-feud against him, for a kinsman slain. Oger the Breton was not likely to forgive his wounded arm. Sir Aswart, Thorold the abbot's man, was not likely to forgive him for turning him out of the three Manthorpe manors, which he had comfortably held for two years past, and sending him back to lounge in the abbot's
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